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In honor of the legendary Frankie Knuckles, the 20 greatest singles
from the booming movement he helped create

Jesse Saunders On and On

April 2, 2014

https://www.rollingstone.com/music/pictures/20-best-chicago-house-records-20140402/jesse-saunders-on-and-on-aa984-324749

1/8



3/8/2018

Jesse Saunders — "On and On" (1984) | 20 Best Chicago House Records | Rolling Stone

Jesse Saunders-"Onand On”" (19 )

Frankie Knuckles paved the way for the blend of music that would come to
be known as “house.” But many consider Saunders’ 1984 jam to be the first
proper house record, full stop. The new blend took disco loops and samples
and gave them a futuristic flair courtesy of a Roland 808 drum machine and

other machine wizardry.

Ron Hardy - Sensation (unreleased version)

2/20

Ron Hardy - "Sensation” (1985)

The late Ron Hardy was best known as the groundbreaking DJ who commanded the
booth at Chicago's late, legendary Music Box. The hard-driving, percussive "Sensation” is
one of the only Hardy tracks that exists, and it has near-mythic status among fans —
finding an original pressing is almost impossible. Hardy, who died in 1992, was a DJ's DJ
who chopped up and reinvented music with innovative re-edits, radical juxtapositions
and wild EQing. In many ways, Hardy was the polar opposite of Frankie Knuckles, who
presided over the Warehouse and later, the Power Plant. Knuckles frowned upon drugs
and alcohol, while Hardy indulged in a range of chemicals. Knuckles' approach was
classier and more conventionally musical; Hardy's sets were crazier and more
experimental, celebrating the twitchier aspects of new wave and the manic acid house
mentalism of acts like Phuture. Knuckles was the yin to Hardy's yang; together, they
represented two distinct and equally important sides of Chicago house.
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More News

» 25 Greatest Internet DJ Mixes of All Time » Underworld Pay Tribute to Frankie Knuckles
With New Cover

» Barack and Michelle Obama Remember Frankie » 20 Best Chicago House Records
Knuckles

» Frankie Knuckles: 5 Defining Tracks All Stories »

Robert Plant’'s Led Zeppelin
Reunion Denials Through the
Years

We look back on the many ways the singer has shot
down the idea that fans and journalists won't let
die, from the early Eighties through the present

Watch Stephen Colbert,
Jimmy Kimmel Mock Trump's
Stormy Daniels Lawsuit

Hosts take jabs at president’s surreal lawsuit,
failure to sign “hush agreement” about alleged affair
with porn star

Trump's Meeting With Video
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Game Industry Stacked With
Anti-Game Critics

’Assassination Generation’ author among those
attending

Soundgarden’s Chris Cornell
on 'Superunknown,’
Depression, Kurt Cobain

In 2014 interview, singer reflected on the height of
grunge, the death of his friend Andrew Wood,
writing “Black Hole Sun” and more

Taibbi on Russiagate and the
New Blacklist

Russiagate may have been aimed at Trump to start,
but it’s become a way of targeting all dissent

See Samantha Bee Ask NRA
Members to Switch Cults, Join
Scientology

”Is Scientology safe? Of course not. It’s bonkers.
But it’s safer for the rest of us,” says 'Full Frontal’
host

Senator Ted Cruz Accuses
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Democrat Opponent of
Changing Name for Votes

Robert “Beto” O'Rourke has gone by traditionally
Hispanic nickname since childhood

Welcome to the Age of
Climate Migration

Extreme weather due to climate change displaced
more than a million people from their homes last
year. It could soon reshape the nation

'A Wrinkle in Time'Is One
Magnificently Weird, Messy

Blockbuster

Ava DuVernay’s singular take on Madeline L'Engle’s
beloved book is inclusive, empathetic, visually
sumptuous - and all over the place

Hear Parker Millsap's Searing
New Song 'Fine Line’

Americana favorite’s electrified new album ‘Other
Arrangements’ arrives May 4th

Beavis and Butt-Head: The
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Voice of a Generation

Huh-huh, huh-huh. MTV’s Beavis and Butt-Head on
what’s cool and what sucks

'Gringo': Watch Paris Jackson
Play Flirtatious Criminal in
New Trailer

Michael Jackson’s daughter makes film debut in
Nash Edgerton action-comedy on Amazon

As Spotify Prepares to Go
Public, Music Industry Divided
on Royalties

“I've lost half of my income because of these clever
fellas,” says David Crosby. "I used to make money
off my records, but now I don’t make any”

Watch Adam Levine, Fall Out
Boy, Green Day Read Mean
Tweets on 'Kimmel’

Alice Cooper, TLC, Usher, Common, the Lumineers
also read Twitter digs in hilarious segment

"We Are the World': A Minute-
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by-Minute Breakdown

Superstar squabbles! Shiny tracksuits! Michael
Jackson! Inside the epic all-nighter that birthed
USA for Africa’s charity smash

Watch 'DIY in NYC,’ Short Film
on the Challenges

Underground Venues Face

Find out how DIY spaces in NYC are fighting to
stay alive in an unfriendly climate

Kratom: Why Did the FDA
Declare the Herbal
Supplement an Opiate?

The plant has become popular with people trying to
kick opioids - but federal agencies are saying it
actually affects the body in similar ways

Oculus Issues $15 Credit for
Outage, Details How to Repair
VR Headset

How to fix the Oculus Rift “can’t reach Oculus
runtime service” error

Dolores O'Riordan: Inside
Cranberries Singer's Final
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Days
“She was in a good space,” says label executive Dan

Waite, after hearing from late singer before
unexpected death

100 Greatest Bob Dylan Songs

From “Just Like a Woman” to “John Wesley
Harding,” we count down the American icon’s key
masterpieces
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