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Rafael Ximenez-Carrilo and Mikio Gruschinske did

not always intend to create electronic music; the

two began DJing hip hop music while in high

school together, but branched into house music

after being transformed by the beats of legends

like Frankie Knuckles and David Morales. After a

series of club hits, Plastik Funk joined the

international tour scene and then produced

“Who”, which put them in the UK spotlight and

peaked at 21 on the UK Singles Chart.

Plastik Funk have since �ne-tuned their signature

sound, which blurs the lines between progressive

and tech house to create a captivating and

energetic vibe that is suitable for both relaxing

and hitting the town. Recently, they released a

brand new track, entitled “Tight”, that has

garnered support from the likes of Martin Garrix,

Nicky Romero, Don Diablo and more. We’ve had

the opportunity to catch up with the guys, so

below you can check out our exclusive interview!

1)            Hello, guys. Where does EDM Nations

�nd you today?

Hi EDM Nations. Today we are in the studio in

Düsseldorf, Germany, working on a remix for

Mixmash.
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2)            So, tell me. How did you come up with

such a fantastic name?

Actually… we do not really remember… it is

already 14 years ago. But it was something like:

This sounds good. Let’s take it! 

3)            How is it working together? Do you

always get along?

It’s like a marriage. You need to have a healthy

basis to work together, which also includes

arguing and making up again. Important is to

have respect for your (business)partner.

4)            What can you tell us about your brand

new single „Tight”?

We were talking for some time to Strobe and Lazn

to do something together and after some time,

we found the right idea to work on. The singer

„Sapele“ is a really talented guy from Sweden,

whom we met early last year, when we were in

Stockholm for some songwriting sessions. The

result is a groovy house tune, which already got

nice feedback and support from guys like Nicky

Romero, Martin Garrix, Ummet Ozcan, Don

Diablo, Gregor Salto, W&W, Blasterjaxx, Yves

V…….

5)            How do you feel about the massive

support it has already received?
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support it has already received?

It feels great! Nowadays it is really hard to stick

out of the masses of releases coming out

everyday. And getting that kind of attention is just

the right teasing for the hard work we are

investing. Also tells us, we are doing something

right 

6)            What do you think has been the „biggest

break” so far?

Well. The most attention we got was for the track

we did with Tujamo: „WHO“. It’s still following us,

but also the „Everybody Dance Now“ gave us a

huge push. We guess, you just have to work

constantly on a high level to be successful on a

long term. And of course, never forget where you

come from!!

7)            At the beginning of your careers, what

was the hardest thing you’ve had to go through?

We both were working full-time in „normal“ jobs

and handling those with the wish to tour every

weekend and actually do that got us in some

tricky situations from time to time. But with the

step of doing the music thing as our main

profession made things a lot easier, although it

was also quite a risk… but after 14 years, we are

still here.

8)            What are some of your in�uences that

helped de�ne your style?

We are pretty open minded musically, so hearing

di�erent DJs play di�erent styles of music

inspired us a lot, especially while touring. But of

course there are some role models like Axwell

(back in the days) or Junior Jack and Kid Creme.

We just love all kinds of groovy sound.

FREE DOWNLOADS

ADVERTISING SPOT

SHOWBIZ

SICK BOOTLEG
FROM BEATNOISE!

MAY 26, 2016

SENSATIONAL
BOOTLEG FROM
THE DEAD
PREZIDENTS!

MAY 24, 2016
PRESHUR
RETURNS
FORCEFULLY WITH
"HONEY"!

MAY 24, 2016
SICK TUNE FROM
THE
KOSMONAUTS!

MAY 23, 2016

"HEY THERE
DELILAH" BY
ARNOLD PALMER
RECEIVED AN

IMPRESSIVE MAKEOVER FROM
TRILLOGEE

MAY 2, 2016
CHECK OUT
KASKADE'S NEW
CLOTHING LINE!

FEBRUARY 18, 2016

TIESTO LOOKS
INTO THE FUTURE,



5/27/2016 Find out more about Plastik Funk’s future plans and upcoming releases in our exclusive interview! | EDM Nations

http://www.edmnations.com/find-out-more-about-plastik-funks-future-plans-and-upcoming-releases-in-our-exclusive-interview/ 5/8

DUBVISION TALK
ABOUT THEIR "NEW
CHAPTER" AND THEIR
DEPARTURE FROM
SPINNIN' RECORDS!
[EXCLUSIVE
INTERVIEW]

MAY 9, 2016

LATEST
ARTICLES

DEADMAU5 HAS JUST
DROPPED A BRAND
NEW TRACK!

MAY 27, 2016

KYGO IS ALREADY
CONQUERING
CHARTS WITH HIS
NEW ALBUM "CLOUD
NINE"!

MAY 27, 2016

CALVIN HARRIS SAYS
HE IS "FEELING
LUCKY" AFTER CAR
ACCIDENT!

MAY 27, 2016

MARTIN GARRIX
RELEASES HIS EPIC
COLLABORATION
WITH THIRD PARTY,
‘LIONS IN THE WILD’!

MAY 27, 2016

We just love all kinds of groovy sound.

9)            What have you seen change the most in

the electronic dance music world since you’ve

started?

Everybody now wants to be a DJ. It’s really easy to

mix two tracks together now with all those

laptops and sync things. You don’t need to train

beat matching two (or more) records over years

anymore. This made the craft of DJing quite

in�ationary. Also producing tracks became a lot

easier and cheaper. You don’t need to invest

thousands of euros to build your studio

anymore… but this also lead to a wider variety of

sounds and styles. So there is always a good and

a bad side of the story.

10)          Where are we going to see you next?

What are your future plans?

We are actually just packing our stu� for a Mexico

and USA weekend. Than a lot around Europe and

in March again in Miami for the Wintermusic

Conference. The airlines love us!

11)          Do you have any last thoughts for our

readers?

We would like to thank all our supporters for the

last years and sticking with us all the time. Please

keep on playing our tracks and we hope to see

you at a club or festival somewhere very soon!!!

Follow Plastik Funk here: 

Facebook / Twitter / Soundcloud
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On May 13th, Kygo unveiled his highly

anticipated album “Cloud Nine”. Well, it

looks like this new production has

already started to conquer charts,

seeing as Billboard has just announced

that it has scored the number one spot

in the “Dance/Electronic Albums”

section. Just one week after its release,

“Cloud Nine” sold 17,000 copies, being
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